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Sellafield worker Mark Andrews, the volunteer 
organiser of the Charlie and Cathleen Dunnery 
Children’s Fund (CKDCF), is looking forward to the 
busiest weekend of his year. 
 
The charity was founded by Egremont musician Francis 
Dunnery in memory of his parents.  
 
But with the former It Bites star leading a jet set rock 
and roll lifestyle and based permanently in New York, 
his former school mate Mark runs the charity on a day 
to day basis.  
 
And their major fund-raising weekend starts on Friday 
October 24, with a dinner and welcome party at 
Summergrove. 
 
Mark said: “Fans of Francis’ come from all over the 
world to spend the weekend in his home town and help 
us raise cash for local kids. 
 
“We have raised £25,000 over the past few years, 
which is remarkable, and it has all gone back into 
helping kids in the local community.” 
 
CKDCF was Sellafield Ltd’s charity of the year in 2007, 
with £2,007 donated by the company. 
 
Mark added: “We always get plenty of support from the 
site, whether it’s by the communications team 
promoting our events or the contractors or company 
sponsoring prizes when we have competitions.  
 
“And obviously lots of people on site either come and 
enjoy the events or help me out in some way with the 
organising. It is great that the community pulls together 
to help itself in this way. 
 
“Obviously it is Francis’ charity but he can’t run things 
day to day, I’m glad to be able to help.” 
 
Mark’s work behind the scenes has been recognised 
with a nomination for the outstanding achievement 
award at the up-coming Copeland Pride Awards. 
 
Following the Friday welcoming event a golf 
competition, sponsored by The Ship Launch pub, will 
take place at Seascale golf club. 
 
Continued on page two: 
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“If you believe you can achieve” - that was the message that was delivered 
to apprentices at the annual deed signing and presentation ceremony by 
comedian Gary Skyner.  
 
Gary was the UK’s second born thalidomide, but has made a successful 
career working on the comedy circuit and as a motivational speaker.   
 
Gary has undertaken numerous careers in everything from football 
coaching to welding - never letting his disability get in the way of his 
ambition.  
  
“I’m made up to have been asked to come to Sellafield.  It’s been a real eye 
opener,” said Gary.  “Nuclear energy astonishes me and I certainly think it’s 
safer these days and the government seems to be taking that tact.”    
   
He told the apprentices:  “This is only the start of your careers, what is 
important now is what you choose to do next.  You work for a good 
company and have every opportunity to carve yourselves successful 
careers.  Seize the opportunity, have the bottle and determination to go out 
there and get more.”       
   
After Gary’s speech, the apprentices who had completed the programme 
took to the stage to receive their certificates, which were presented by 
Sellafield Ltd Managing Director Barry Snelson.  He said: “Gary’s speech 
has been the most inspirational I’ve ever heard; nothing compares to his 
catalogue of courage of achievement.”  
 
“I congratulate each and every one of you here today and thank you for 
your efforts.  But as Gary said, don’t let this be the end of your efforts; this is 
just the start. You are the future of our community and our nation and have 
excellent careers ahead of you.  Keep up the good work.”       
  
In the afternoon, the deed signing ceremony took place for the second year 
apprentices and the HG Davey Award, which honours the young person 
showing the greatest endeavour both in their work and outside of work, 
whilst employed by the company, was presented to David Herbert.    
 
Nominees who also picked up certificates included: Charlotte Bailey, Clare 
Messenger, Amanda Smith and Christopher Hoggarth.    
    
The apprentice deed signing and presentation event has been a fixture of 
the Apprentice Training Scheme since the scheme’s inception in 1953.    
 

Comic Skyner is an 
inspiration – and that’s 
no joke 

From page one: 

The golf competition is in the form of a 
Stableford 4-ball better ball contest. 
 
Mark added: “It is played in pairs, and the 
golf club have offered us greatly discounted 
rates for non-members. 

“There are all kinds of prizes and the aim is 
to have a fun day before heading back to 
Egremont Market Hall, where Francis will be 
performing songs from his Tall Blonde 
Helicopter album, with a full electric band.” 

Support for the event is provided by the 
superb female vocalist Dorie Jackson. 

Also featuring will be an auction of It Bites 
memorabilia which has been donated to the 
charity. 

Mark said; “We have all kinds, original 
albums and singles, t-shirts, and even 
copies of all the letters sent out by the old 
fan club. Most of it is signed either by 
Francis or the whole band; it has been 
donated by a man called Brian Ellison.” 

On the Sunday morning Francis and his 
guests will head to Ennerdale for a 
sponsored walk around the lake.  

Mark added: “Francis loves showing the 
visitors around this beautiful part of the 
world. 

“Many of them will have come from the USA, 
Italy, Holland, Norway, Sweden or just about 
anywhere else you can think of, and unless 
they’ve been over for one of our fund-raising 
weekends before they’ll never have seen the 
beauty of places like Ennerdale. 

“We have first aid people with us from St 
John’s and a food van so that people can 
grab some breakfast as we meet at 10am for 
an 11am start.” 

The weekend will be wrapped up with 
another concert at Egremont Market Hall on 
Sunday evening. 

Mark said: “In other years we’ve noticed that 
we could have sold out the Saturday gig 
twice over, so this year we are trying to! 

“It is always a lot of hard work, and by 
Monday morning I’ll be shattered, but we 
always raise a lot of money for the charity 
and have a great time doing so, which 
makes it all worthwhile.” 

There will be a number of special guests 
dropping in at events over the weekend, 
including one of Francis’ showbiz mates, 
former Tennis star Pat Cash, who has said 
he will do what he can to get over from the 
US and show some support.  

Mark said: “Pat Cash plays a bit of guitar so I 
think he will be planning on trying his hand.”  

Former Squeeze star Chris Difford, 
Motorhead guitarist Phil Campbell and 
Hootie and The Blowfish star James 
Stonefeld are also scheduled to appear/ 

For more info on the charity check their 
website, www.ckdcf.org.uk. For tickets for 
either concert phone Mark on 07892953334 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Going places: the apprentices, Barry Snelson, and the inspirational Gary Skyner 

at the deed signing 



 

 

 
 

VIP Visits to Sellafield  
 
7/10/2008-8/10/2008: ENRESA Familiarisation 
 
8/10/2008: Manchester University & NNL 
 
8/10/2008: Nuclear Industry Seminar 
 
13/10/2008: DEFRA Radioactive Waste and 
Preparedness Team 
 
14/10/2008: Dennis Spurgeon, US DoE 
 
14/10/2008: Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office 

For all media enquiries and photographic 
requests please contact:  
 
019467 85836/85838/85839/85848     

Editor:  
 
John Reynolds (85848)  
      
Written by:   
Karl Connor (85842) 
Lucy Watson (85009) 
Andrew Pearson (85836) 
 
Got a story? Let us know.  Please call X85842    
  
For more news and stories please visit: 
www.sellafieldsites.com  

 

Site’s reaches safety Site’s reaches safety Site’s reaches safety Site’s reaches safety 
milestonemilestonemilestonemilestone    
The Sellafield site has clocked up an amazing 
four million man hours without an accident 
resulting in time off work.  
 
Both Sellafield Ltd and the wider Sellafield site 
have achieved the milestone without a single 
days away case being recorded. The hours span 
a total of 63 days, which is the longest period 
achieved since recording began in 2001.  The 
previous longest period, recorded in 2006 was 59 
days. 
 
Dave Mason, Environment, Health, Safety and 
Quality director, said: “Every individual who works 
on site deserves recognition for this achievement 
– our operators work in some of the most difficult 
and challenging facilities in the industry. 
 
“Every accident free day is a collective success 
and I want this record to continue.  People come 
to work each day and expect to go home again 
safely at the end of that day.  Each and every one 
of us has a vital part to play in achieving a safe 
working environment and I urge employees to 
maintain their commitment to improving our 
safety performance.” 

Technology and 
Innovation Exhibition is 
the best yet 
 

Over 400 site personnel took the opportunity to visit the 2008 Technology 
and Innovation Exhibition, held recently in the Sellafield Learning and 
Development Centre. 
 
With over 50 exhibitors taking part, visitors were able to view the very 
latest in technology ideally suited to a multitude of applications on the 
Sellafield site. 
 
Lisa Jones-Taylor of Nu-Tech Associates Ltd, who organised the event 
said: “This is NU-Tech’s fifteenth year  holding this event, which due to 
increasing demand we now stage twice a year. The exhibition goes from 
strength to strength. 
 
“We are especially pleased that one of our exhibitors has brought a 
potential client of theirs from the Brazilian Nuclear Industry to the 
exhibition. They were in the country on a business visit and have spent 
the morning looking around the exhibition.” 
 
Martin Forster, pictured below demonstrating one of his company’s suits, 
is the business development manager, Sperian.  
 
He said: “The stand has been very busy. I have talked to members of the 
Sellafield decommissioning team about the type of personal protective 
clothing we supply. 
 
“Our product is manufactured in France and is used by a number of 
European nuclear operators.” 
 
Plans to follow up the 2008 exhibition are already underway, with high 
hopes that the exhibitions in 2009 will be even bigger and better. 
 

 


